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FROM “N.Y. HOUSE’S KID” TO A “PRIEST IN THE HOUSE OF GOD” IN SAN PAOLO, BRAZIL1                  

 REV. RAY MASTERSON ATTENDS ST. AGNES ALUMNI ASSOCIATION REUNIONS IN SPARKILL,    

NEW YORK RECALLING MEMORIES WITH FELLOW ALUMNI                                                                                  

by Gerald F. Merna- March 01, 2012        

 

   

       

ST. AGNES HOME AND SCHOOL FOR BOYS,                                                                                         

SPARKILL, (ROCKLAND COUNTY) NEW YORK 

 

                                                                 
1 “House’s Kid” is a long-standing term of pride denoting an abandoned or orphaned youngster who was admitted to 
and lived for a number of years at St. Agnes Home and School for Boys, a Catholic Convent in Sparkill, NY.  Some were 
sent direct to St. Agnes from New York Cities and Towns, but most came from other Rockland County Catholic Homes 
or Orphanages such as St. Dominic’s Convent in Blauvelt, NY or St. Agatha’s Home in Nanuet, NY when they graduated 
from the eighth grade to attend Tappan Zee High School in the nearby town of Piermont. (Those not attending TZHS 
were given technical (“shop”) training at St. Agnes.  The term “House” relates to the building they lived and slept in, 
thus becoming a “House’s Kid.” Annual reunions of the St. Agnes Alumni Association are held on the Piermont Pier, 
moving from the American Legion building in Sparkill several years ago. 
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St.Agnes Alumni Reunion:  21 August 2004:      Jerry and Dot Merna with Fr. Ray Masterson. (Ray’s Brother          

Fr. Ray Masterson shares pictures with                 Edward is married to Jerry’s Aunt, making Fr. Ray Jerry’s                         

unidentified St. Agnes Alumni, Sparkill,, NY…………………………………………………...“Uncle by Marriage”) 

 

                                                                                                                                           

 

                

                         Though the Dominican Convent was closed in 1977, the St. Agnes Chapel still                     

stands as a tribute to its former residents 
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Fr. Masterson gives remarks after giving the Blessing to reunion attendees.  In the center                                             

are Dot and Jerry Merna and St. Agnes Alumni President Art Kingsley and his wife Gloria 
2
 

 

                                                                                           

St. Agnes Alumni Association’s 60
th

 Anniversary: August 19, 2006 

                                                                 
2
 Fr. Masterson had two brothers at St. Agnes; Walt and Edward.  Walt, now deceased, was a classmate of Jim Merna.  Edward, a 

year older than Jerry at St. Agnes, married Jerry’s Aunt Patricia over 60 years ago, making Fr. Ray Masterson an “Uncle by 
marriage” to Jerry and Jim, and their Sister Vivian. 
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 FR. MASTERSON GIVES INVOCATION AT BLESSING OF THE PLAQUES. George Lynch, far left, 

Commander of the Piermont Veterans of Foreign Wars, is recently deceased. 

 

 

 

 

Members of Piermont’s Veterans of Foreign Wars stand behind Fr. Masterson during his opening 

prayer.  
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Left, St. Agnes Alumni Paul Fabrizzi sings the Star Spangled Banner 

 

 

 

 

VFW Commander George Lynch (behind Fr. Masterson) leads the Pledge of Allegiance 
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                   Fr. Masterson and others listen to remarks from VFW Official 

 

 

 

St. Agnes Alumni pose behind three Plaques (shown in detail below) dedicated at the 60
th

 Reunion.               

(Fr. Masterson is second from left of the wreath and Jerry Merna fourth from the left) 
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             St. Agnes Alumni David Feliciano, (second row far right), is the creator and webmaster of the St.      

Agnes Alumni web site:   www.stagnesalumni.org) 

 

 

 

St. Agnes Nuns (all in civilian clothing) join St. Agnes Alumni behind the dedicated Plaques 

http://www.stagnesalumni.org/
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Fr. Masterson blesses all attendees and the three Plaques dedicated at the 60

th
 Anniversary of the St. 

Agnes Alumni Association          

                 

 

Signalman Second Class George Charles Merna, U.S. Navy (center), brother of Gerald, Robert, James, 

Richard, Vivian and Thomas, was killed in action in 1945 in WWII while serving on the LST-577 

(Landing Ship Tank) returning from the Leyte Invasion 
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Fellow Marines and St. Agnes Alumni Jerry Merna and Dave Kee review the                                              

39 names of St. Agnes Alumni Killed in Action engraved on the Plaque 
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        Dot and Jerry (center) listen to Fr. Masterson’s remarks. To right of Dot are Gloria and Art Kingsley.  

Art was the President of the St Agnes Alumni Association until he passed away in 2009. Gloria continues 

to publish the St. Agnes Newsletter. 

 

  

             L to R: Elizabeth Lavigne, sister of deceased Alumni William C. Doherty, Dot Merna, Fr. 

Masterson; Louis Kee (USMC Retired); Joe Stanaitis (an original member of the St. Agnes Alumni 

website), Aida Antonacci, Ditty Naglieri (from Piermont), and John Antonacci (retired NYPD Detective). 
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L: Fr. Lundberg was in same 8
th

 grade class with Jerry Merna at St. Dominic’s Convent                

(Blauvelt, NY). When Fr. wrote a note to Jerry he was invited by Jerry to the St. Agnes                           

60
th

 Alumni Anniversary where he met Fr. Masterson. 
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Dot and Jerry Merna, Class of 19483 at Tappan Zee High School, were engaged in 1949, and married in 1951, 
(60 years). Dorothy passed away on September 16, 2010. (R: Dot and Jerry at St. Agnes 60th Reunion). 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                
Arlington National Cemetery                                                                                                                                

                                                                 
3 Jerry ran away from St. Agnes in 1946 after his sophomore year and joined the Marines on his 17th birthday in April 
1947.  In coordination with TZHS Principal Mr. Anthony Barone, Jerry completed all required courses and received his 
TZHS diploma while in the Marines. He later earned BS and MS degrees from The George Washington University at 
ages 43 and 47 respectively. 
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